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“When the LORD began to speak through Hosea, the LORD said to him, “Go marry a 
promiscuous woman and have children with her, for like an adulterous wife this land is 
guilty of unfaithfulness to the LORD.” So, he married Gomer, daughter of Diblaim, and she 
conceived him a son.” (Hosea 1:2-3) 

SCANDALOUS LOVE 

Rob Allen | Pastor 

A 
s we draw closer to that much 
anticipated moment, have you 
ever considered just how deeply 
and passionately and uncondi-

tionally God’s love is for humanity - for me 
and you - for all of us?  
I’d never really considered this scripture for 
a time such as Advent, but I started to think 
about the nature of humanity and the na-
ture of God. When God created the first 
human, in God’s image, God looked and 
saw that “man” needed a companion – 
another human in which they could share 
life. In this example, we see that God’s na-
ture is relational.  This is further exempli-
fied when we witness God’s visit to the 
garden to spend time with God’s creation. 
God sought out a relational commitment 
with the creation of God’s own hand. How-
ever, humanity got in the way, and a divide 
was created between our ancestors and 
their Creator. 
This is a cycle that continued to repeat – 
God seeking a relational commitment and 

humanity building barriers, creating divi-
sions between creation and the Creator. 
Christmas is the proclamation of a God who 
has, and continues to, chase after us so 
relentlessly, that God sent Jesus, the Son of 
God, to Earth. 
We are the adulterous spouse – so in love 
with the world – while God is persistently 
striving to bring us back into relationship 
with Him. That is what we see in the book 
of Hosea. God’s people waffled and waiv-
ered, becoming lukewarm in their faith.  
We, God’s children, often do the same.  
In this story of relentless love, God simply 
desires us to love Him, not just for the one 
day we know as Jesus’ birthday, but every 
day. God wants us to return the love God 
has shared with us in the ways that we live 
and give and love those around us - just as 
God has loved us. 
May this season find your heart renewed 
and the bonds of love restored. 
May God’s peace be with you and your 
heart filled with the love only God can 
offer, 

Pastor Rob 

CHRISTMAS SMALL 
GROUP STUDY 

SUNDAYS through JANUARY 1, 9:30 
a.m. No study on December 25. 
“A Different Kind of Christmas,” is a 
practical and inspiring study for the 
Advent season. Mike Slaughter is the 
author and this study is based on his 
book, “Christmas in Not Your Birth-
day.” It’s a five-week study designed 
to empower you, your family, etc.; to 
reclaim the broader missional mean-
ing of Jesus’ birth and experience a 
Christmas season of peace and joy 
more than any gadget could ever 
bring. 

Want to come? Contact facilitator Pam 
Johnson at 660-232-5354 for more in-
formation. We have several copies of 
the book, plus it’s available for down-
load on Amazon Kindle. 

LUMC  
ELVES  

HELPING 

HANDS 

The LUMC quilters are hard at work 

every Monday at 1 p.m. making sleep-

ing bags for shelters. Above: this week 

they donated 17 sleeping bags to City 

Union Mission in Kansas City. Left: 

The women also donated a stack of 

clothing to Riverbend in Lexington on 

Thursday. Our quilters are: Janet  

Cado, Nancy Oles, Susan Small, Sharol 

McMullin, Marcia Hicklin, Mable  

Hawkins,  Mary Glor,  Virginia  

Winningham and Rose Seitz. 
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12/1 Kaitlyn Ward 

12/2 Janet Cado, Bret Brooks 

12/4 Allison Lueck 

12/5 Mable Hawkins 

12/6 Betty Davis,  
 Matthew Hollingsworth, 
 Emerson Worthington 

12/7 Robert Iles, Colter Stephenson 

12/8 Rick Vernon 

12/11 Carmen Peterson 

12/12 Pamela Hughes 

12/13 James Lauderdale 

12/15 Sarah Black 

12/16 Donald Arthur 

12/17 Donald Mudd 

12/18 Cathy McGrath, Linda Fetter, 
 Lauren Stephenson 

12/20 Roger McFadden, Brooke Butler 

12/21 Cassie Graham 

12/23 John Hustead 

12/25 Cheyanne Albin, Kari Heisler 

12/26 Carol Brooks 

12/27 Christopher Huffman Jr., 
 Annie Yates 

12/28 Dee Fenner, Delores Herman 

12/29 Russell Baker 

12/30 James “Powers” Alder 

12/31 Joshua Hawley, Sarrah Morgan, 
 Patty Sollars, Pam Johnson, 
 Caleb Petet 

Sundays, 9:30 a.m. through Jan. 1: 

Small Group Study—”A Different Kind 

of Christmas,” with facilitator Pam 

Johnson. See information on back of 

newsletter. To join, call Pam at 660-

232-5354. No class on Christmas Day. 

Sunday, Dec. 4, following worship: 

Brief Ad Council meeting. 

Mondays, 1 p.m.: Quilters meet. 

Monday, Dec. 5, 7 p.m.: PPR meeting. 

Wednesdays: 9 a.m.—Exercise class. 

5 p.m.: Choir Rehearsal. 

6 to 7:30 p.m.: Children’s Ministry. 

6:30 to 8:30 p.m.: Youth Group. 

Friday, Dec. 9, Noon: Women’s Group 

meets for lunch at Branded 

Steakhouse in Richmond. 

Saturday, Dec. 10 to 11: Youth Group 

Lock-In, Fellowship Hall. Facilitator is 

Thomas Rowland. 

Monday, Dec. 12, 8 to 11 a.m.:  

Harvesters distributes. 

Saturday, Dec. 17, 9 a.m. to Noon: 

Baby Grace distributes in FLC. 

Saturday, Dec. 17, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.: 

LUMC bell-ringing at Brother’s  

Market. We need ringers 12 to 6 p.m. 

Sunday, Dec. 18, 10:45 a.m. worship: 

Children’s Program, “Angels Say 

What?!” 

Thursday, Dec. 22, 8:30 to 11:30 a.m.: 

Commodities distribute in LUMC 

parking lot. 

SATURDAY, DEC. 24, 7 P.M.: 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE AT GRACE 

UMC IN HIGGINSVILLE. 

SUNDAY, DEC. 25, 10 A.M.: 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE AT 

LEXINGTON UMC. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 

From Steven Fuller: I would like to take this opportunity 
to thank everyone that helped make our chili supper a 
great success!  Thanks to all of you who donated your 
time, talent and gifts to pull this off.  I am proud to 
announce we cleared $1,000 from this event!  Way to 

go!  Such a good time of fellowship we all had while 
doing the Lord’s work!  Again thanks to each and everyone one of 
you.   Blessings to each and every one of you! 

The Staff 

Please remember Pastor Rob, the Lexington UMC Minister, and Staff at 
Christmastime. Donations should be noted for the PPR Team and can be 
given to PPR members: Steven Fuller, Bill Fricke, Janae Fuller or Susan 
Small. Or they may be left at the church office.—Thank you, Steven Fuller 

S 
ustain means to strengthen or support. 
 
When I see this word, I cannot help but reflect on the means and the 
ways that God sustains His people. The Advent, or Christmas season 

finds many stories of God’s sustaining love, including Matthew 2:11 which 
reads: 
 
“After entering the house, they saw the Child with Mary His mother, and they 
fell down and worshiped Him. Then, after opening their treasure chests, they 
presented to Him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh.”  
 
In the treasure presented before King Jesus and his earthly parents, we find the 
means necessary to sustain a family who would soon be forced to leave their 
home. The treasure would support and sustain their escape. Similarly, the 
treasure offered by you and your family sustain the activities and ministries of 
our church including: Sunday morning worship, children ministries and in the 
ways we are involved in ministries like Baby Grace. 
 
As we move toward the end of the year, we encourage you to reflect and 
consider the ways that you might support and strengthen the ministries of the 
church. How might you sustain the expansion of Good News in our community 
and transforming the world? 

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE: 7 p.m. 

at Grace UMC in Higginsville. 

CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE: 10 a.m. 

here at Lexington UMC 

LUMC Youth have a fun-filled  
weekend at Wilderness Camp 

Our youth group, facilitated by Thomas Rowland, spent the weekend of Nov. 
4-6 at Wilderness Camp. It was cold, but clearly they had a blast with 
assorted activities, fellowship and prayer time. 

LUMC CHOIR PERFORMS AT GOSPEL SING 

LUMC choir members, from left: Sarah Black, Janae Fuller, Powers 
Alder, Janet Cado (hidden), Steven Fuller, Susan Small, Melissa Beal 
and Sharol McMullin, sang 3 songs under the direction of Jan Thomp-
son (back to the crowd) at the Gospel Sing to benefit the Kids First 
Foundation fundraiser in Wellington on Nov. 13. 

CHILI SUPPER  

A SUCCESS 

Sarah Black, Patty 
Skelton and Janae 
Fuller are all 
smiles as they 
dished out chili to 
folks voting and 
partaking of our 
chili meal on  
Election Day. The 
church cleared 
$1,000. 

The Women of the Church will have their De-

cember meeting, Friday, Dec. 9 at Branded 

Steakhouse restaurant in Richmond (708  

Wollard Blvd.) Please meet at LUMC at 11 a.m. 

to carpool.  

Bring a Christmas pin for the pin exchange. 

All women are invited! 

Women of the Church meeting 


