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Week of November 16, 2025
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Daily Bible Readings
Sunday:Acts 23-25
Monday: Acts 26-28
TuesdayEphesians 1-3
WednesdayEphesians 4-
Thursday:Philippians 1-4
Friday:Colossians 1-4
Saturday:Psalms 130-132

[e)]

7 Letters

CAPITAL CROSSING:

Directions:Place the capitals listed below in the correct spaces
to complete the crossword.

4 Letters 5 Letters 6 Letters
Lima Hanoi, Paris Athens, Boston, Havana, London,
Oslo Seoul, Tokyo Lisbon, Moscow, Pierre, Saigon, Topeka

Caracas
Jackson

Raleigh

8 Letters

Belgrade
Bismarck

Brussels

CapeTown
Santiago

9 Letters

Amsterdam

Bucharest
Stockholm

10 Letters

o> —|HZ|>wn

Sacramento
BatonRouge

Washington

Copenhagen

MexicoCity

11 Letters

Springfield
Tallahassee

@ VETERNSDAYIS TUESDAXOVEMBER 11it’s about how we treat our veterans every single day of

OUR VETERANS the year. It’s about making sure they have the care they need and the benefits that they’ve earned

‘ I I I ' when they come home. It’s about serving all of you as well as you’ve served the United States of
America.” —President Barack Obama.

HomeTouch® | Visit ustaHomeTouchMinistry.com | @025CRI, PO Box 9290, Canton OH 44711




o

Thanksgiving Sunday, November 23, 2025

Scripture Reading: Colossians 1:11-20
Gratitude is the ability to experience life as a gift. —John Ortberg
S 9

Thanksgiving Day

Over the river, and through the wood,
To grandfather’s house we go;
The horse knows the way to carry the sleigh
Through the white and drifted snow.

Over the river, and through the wood—
Oh, how the wind does blow!
1t stings the toes and bites the nose
As over the ground we go.

Over the river, and through the wood,
To have a first-rate play.
Hear the bells ring “Ting-a-ling-ding,
Hurrah for Thanksgiving Day!

Over the river, and through the wood
Trot fast, my dapple-gray!
Spring over the ground, like a hunting-hound!
For this is Thanksgiving Day.

Over the river, and through the wood,
And straight through the barn-yard gate.
We seem to go extremely slow,—
It is so hard to wait!

Over the river and through the wood—
Now grandmother’s cap I spy!
Hurrah for the fun! Is the pudding done?
Hurrah for the pumpkin-pie!
—Lydia Maria Child

Prayer: Loving God, I praise you for all of your bountiful blessings! You are rich in mercy and
grace, and I am the grateful recipient of all you offer. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
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PROVERBIAL ANIMALS
Sunday: Hebrews 1-4

Monday: Hebrews 5-7

Many expressions in our language use animals as metaphors.
Tuesday: Hebrews 8-10 !

Consider, for example, “Wise as an owl,” or “To take the bull by
Thursday: Philemon; 1 Peter 1-2 the horns.” Below are .more of these e-xpressmns. Unscramble
Friday: 1 Peter 3-5 the words to find the animals in the proverbs.

Saturday: Psalms 133-135 L. |

Wednesday: Hebrews 11-13

| |
| |
: PAE 1.Togo over something. :
| |
I EBRAEV 2. An eager :
| |
| |
: RDIB 3. To sing like a :
| |
I GOD 4.To beinthe house. :
| |
| |
: FOWL 5.Tobea in sheep’s clothing. :
| |
| RUYTEK 6. To talk |
| |
| |
: RUILQSER 7.To0 away your money. :
| |
|
l SMUPOS 8. To play (pretend to be dead). :
|
| |
| EMU 9. Stubborn as a :
| |
| |
: NOLI 10. -hearted. |
| |
L I

RIDDLE |
| am weightless and can

' be seen. When | am put
. ina barrel, | make it

|
L IR |
N I
T - .
IR |
v SE3G I
. _ a0 v o
lighter. il EeNgy |
| 38SES !
1 [
What am I? 1 gEsdy |
. -
(Answer to the right) BN
11 328¢8%85 |
c 3 a2 2
||§...O |
1 N 0 v <
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First Sunday of Advent, November 30, 2025
Scripture Reading: Isaiah 2:1-5

We have this hope, a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul. —Hebrews 6:19
Q2 9

here’s an old story of a woman who, nearing the end of her life, asked to be buried with a

fork in her hand. When asked why, she said: “At church dinners, after the meal was
cleared, someone would always lean over and say, ‘Keep your fork.” It meant something better
was coming — dessert! [ want people to see the fork and remember that the best is yet to
come.”

This is what hope looks like. Even after a long life full of both blessings and trials, the
Christian can still say with confidence: “The best is yet to come.”

Advent is the season when hope lights the first candle, pushing back the long shadows of the
year. But what is hope?

Hope isn’t wishful thinking. It’s not crossing our fingers and hoping for the best. Real hope is
anchored in the faithfulness of God.

Many of us know from experience that life is filled with seasons — seasons of illness, lone-
liness, loss or waiting — when hope feels hard to hold onto. Seniors especially have known the
long wait for answered prayers, for healing or for reconciliation. Yet it is precisely in these
seasons that Advent speaks the loudest.

Theologian Karl Barth once said: “What other time or season can or will the church ever have
but that of Advent?” In other words, all of life, in a sense, is lived in Advent — in the waiting,
in the longing, in the trusting that God is still at work even when we can’t yet see all God has
promised.

Today, we wait — not for a Savior to be born, but for a Savior to return. And while we wait,
we live in hope — a hope that has roots deeper than circumstances.

The apostle Paul prays for believers to be so full of God’s hope that it overflows: “May the
God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the
power of the Holy Spirit” (Romans 15:13).

As we light the first candle of Advent, remember: Y our hope is not behind you. It’s still
ahead. God’s promises have no expiration date. —Timothy Merril

Prayer: God of Hope, kindle in our hearts a flame that never dies. Fill us with joy and peace in
believing. Let our hope overflow, because the best truly is yet to come. In Jesus’ name, Amen.
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Daily Bible Readings
Sunday: 2 Peter 1-3

Monday: 1 Timothy 1-3 C i rC|e

Tuesday: 1 Timothy 4-6
Wednesday: 2 Timothy 1-4

Thursday: Titus 1-3 SCI‘amble FIRST SWNDAY OF
Friday: 1 John 1-2 A D V E N T
Saturday: Psalms 136-138

DIRECTIONS: In the circles of letters below are 10-letter words. Each circle has the letters of the word in the

correct order. But you must determine where each word begins and in which direction the word is reading. Write
your answer in the space provided.

D D F | ;

A I N O E R i |

1. R C 4. E s 7. R E i i
E A C C E T s
D T S R R N

E E I 2

o] U N 5

S P N M E O

2. T A 5. E E 8 L R S
R E R R L T I
O H A E A I B

P T C

D E A B

N U S Y N T ' 3E

3. A M 6. T R 9. E E 35 |
R M E A v R Sy
O E R E U E 8% |

M Y J R
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